4o2	TYPE-PROBLEM IN BIOGRAPHY
or blemish in the public eye" (p, 94). "As a compensa-
tion for his lack of personal influence, the classic type
is assured an all the more potent effect with his writings"
(p, 100).
This effect, however, seems also to be beset with
limitations, as the following case, quoted by Ostwald
from the biography of Hclmholtz, testifies, A propos
Helmholtz's mathematical researches concerning the effect
of induction-shocks, Du Bois-Raymond writes to the
scientist: "You should devote yourself—and please don't
take this amiss—much more carefully to the problem of
how to abstract yourself from your own standpoint of
science, so that you may understand the standpoint of
one who, as yet, knows nothing about the rpatter, or what
it is you want to discuss," To which Helmholtz replies;
" And as to the paper, I really took great pains this time
in the presentation of my material, and I imagined that,
at last, I might be satisfied with it" Whereat Ostwald
observes: " He is quite oblivious of the problem from the
reader's point of view, because, true to his 'classic' type,
he is writing for himself, i.e. he presents the material in a
way that seems to him indisputable, while the rest do not
matter at all." What Du Bois-Raymond writes in the
same letter to Helmholtz is extremely characteristic:
" I have read both the treatise and the summary several
times without understanding what you have actually done,
or the way you did it. Finally, I myself discovered your
method, and I am now gradually beginning to understand
your presentation."
For the classic type -this case is true to the life, for
he seldom or never succeeds fin kindling souls of like
nature with his own" (p. 100), a thoroughly typical event,
which shows that the influence ascribed to him through
writing is, as a rule, largely posthumous, i.e. it appears
only in the subsequent discovery of his writings, as in tk

